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of Parliamentary Democracy, appeared to be on the wane; and while
the prospective return of the ci-devant Prussian governing class to
their pre-Armistice position of ascendancy in Germany was unwelcome
to the Governments and peoples of the majority of those countries,
outside Germany, in which German affairs were a matter of concern,
a Junker-ridden Reich was at any rate a familiar spectacle which did
not threaten to present the World with any startling surprises. Hence
the sensation that was produced abroad when Herr Hitler eventually
took the power out of the Junkers' hands—almost, it would appear,
with the Junkers5 own connivance—in order to erect his National-
Socialist 'Third Reich' upon the ground which the Conservatives
had partially cleared, for their Nazi successors' convenience, by their
pioneer work in demolishing 'the Weimar System3.
In this preliminary attack upon the parliamentary regime, the
first stroke was struck by President Hindenburg when he made the
Chancellorship untenable for Dr. Briining on the 30th May, 1932,
and appointed Herr von Papen—a Westphalian Catholic Junker who
was a renegade from Dr. Briining's own party—to succeed Dr.
Brtining on the 2nd June.1 On an external view, President Hinden-
burg's conduct from this time onwards appears strangely at variance
with the character which he had consistently displayed, in the prime
of his old age, from the moment when he took command in East
Prussia on the 22nd August, 1914, until after his second election to
the Presidency of the Reich through the successive ballots of the
13th March and the 10th April, 1932. His desertion, less than six
weeks later, of Dr. Briining, who had done more than any other/
single man to secure his re-election, bears the appearance of a
monstrous act of ingratitude. His indulgence towards his own
nominee Herr von Papen's flagrant violations of the Constitution
which the President had sworn to uphold is difficult to reconcile with
the proven tenderness of the President's conscience in regard to his
presidential oath on previous occasions. And his acquiescence in
Herr Hitler's claim to the Chancellorship, when this claim was
sponsored by Herr von Papen on the 30th January, 1933, is in
extraordinary contrast to his brusque rejection of the claim at the
personal interview which he had deigned to give to Herr Hitler, for
1 Apologists for President Hindenburg and Herr von Papen, or critics of Dr.
Briining, might argue, with some plausibility, that the beginning of the dis-
integration of 'the Weimar System' must be dated earlier than the moment of
Dr. Briining's fall, and must be traced back to Dr. Briining's own expedient
of keeping the Eeichstag perpetually in recess and governing through a series of
Notverordnimgen. This would not, of course, imply that Dr. Briining was free
to act otherwise than he actually did.

